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FOR THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER. 


THE TEMPTATION OF JESUS. 

Hardly any occurrence in the life of 
our Lerd is more obscure, more liable 
to perplex us with conjecture, or to em- 
harrass us with speculation, than his 
temptation. Various endeavours have 
been made, and various modes devised 
by commentators, to remove the diffi- 
culties af the history, and to obviate 
the objections of the gainsayer. Some 
have thought that the whole transaction 
took place in a prophetic vision or 
dream—but I must confess, that the 
narrative of the temptation in the two 
Evangelists, has every appearance of 
being the relation of what really hap- 


pened. ‘The great difficulty is, whether 


the tempter, who is spoken of, were 
really that fallen angel, to whom in po- 
pular language, the origin of all evil is 
imputed, or only a wicked and ambi- 
bitious miscreant, to whom his name is 
given—for I can never believe, as has 
been taught by some, that the whole 
arose merely from even the momentary 
suggestions of ambition in the breast of 
Christ. ? 

The solution of this perplexing ques- 
tion may be facilitated by considering 
that it is usual for the sacred writers to 
give the name Satan, or Devil, to those 


"persons who are adversaries to truth 


and righteousness, or who endeavour 
to seduce their fellow-creatures from 
the straight path of duty, to ensnare 
them in sin, and to make them err 
from that line of conduct to which God 
commands them to adhere: and he who 
makes this attempt is é wsipaCor, or the 
tempter. Thus the word Devil, or Sa- 
tan, which are often eniployed promis- 
cuously, is generally used to signify any 
calumniator of, or enemy to, the truth; 
any one who, by_art, or subtlety, or 
violence, endeavours to hinder the pro- 
gress, or to deceive and to oppose the 
advocates’ of Christianity. Thus Paul, 
Titus, ii. 3. enjoins the elder women 





not to be ¢iabores, devils, or given to 
calumniating; and, 2 Tim. iii. 3. among 
other words, expressive of great depra- 
vity, he uses daGeave, devils, given to 
calumny. And, Ephes. iv. 27. he says, 
*“* Give not way to the Devil,’ or do not 
so act as to afford any fair occasion of 
reproach to the adversaries of the truth. 
And the word has a similar meaning, 
1 Tim. iii. 7. ‘“* He must have a good 
report of them that are without, lest 
he fall into reproach and the snare of 
the Devi/,” John, vi. 70,—meaning an 
enemy or false accuser. In Matthew, 
xvi. 23. we find our Lord says to Pe- 
ter, ‘*Get thee behind me Satan,” 
meaning simply, but in the language of 
indignation—Thou Enemy,—that is an 
enemy in giving evil and pernicious 
counsels. The word Satan has a simi- 
lar signification in 1 Chron. xxi. 1. 
“ And Satan stood up against Israel, 
and provoked David to number Israel” 
—St. Peter says, “ Be sober, be vigi- 
lant; for your adversary the” Devi, 
like a roaring lion, is roaming about, 
seeking whom he may destroy ;” where 
the word Devil is used to denote the 
sanguinary adversaries of the Christian 
faith. Thus says St. Paul, 1 Thess. ii. 
18. ““We would have come unto you, 
but Satan hindered us:” where the 
word does not signify a fallen angel, 
but some wicked enemy or enemies to 
the Christian cause,—lI think therefore 
that, with the judicious Rosenmuller, 
we may fairly infer, that he who is 
said to have tempted our Lord in the 
desert, and to whom the appellation 
Devil is given, was some crafty and 
wicked miscreant, some designing and 
factious man, who wished to seduce 
Jesus from the path of duty; and pro- 
bably to render him subservient to his 
own ambitious project and interested 
views. We are to bear in mind that, 
at this time, there was a general expec- 
tation of the coming of the Messiah 
among the Jews, and that this expec- 


tation had already induced one or two 
persons, and, particularly, Theudas, 
who is mentioned in Acts, to counter- 
feit the Messiah, and to. render the 
public wish and the popular belief sub- 
servient to their projects of personal 
aggrandisement and temporal domi- 
nion. ~ Any person who, at this period 
of the Jewish history, would promise 
to deliver them from the Roman yoke, 
to revive their national glory and re- 
store their departed independence, was 
sure to meet with a favourable hearing, 
to have numbers flock to his standard, 
and willingly share his dangers and 
his toils. It seems very probable to 
me that the artful person in question, 
who is said to have tempted Jesus, 


of considerable influence and authority 
among his countrymen, was fluctuating 
in doubt respecting the real character 
of Jesus,—that is whether he were the 
Messiah, or an impostor, whom he 
might bring over to second his own 
secret projects of aggrandisement.— 
From conversation, which it is proba- 
ble he had with Jesus previous to the 
temptation, and from the wenderfu! 
attestation to his character by the de- 
scent of the dove at his baptism, and 
which he had either seen himself or 
heard from others, he could not but 
think that, if Jesus were not really the 
Messiah, he was at least some extraor- 
dinary person; some one superior to 
the common level of mankind—atid 
consequently very capable of being 
made a fit instrument in the promotion 
of those factious designs which this 
wicked incendiary seems to Rave enter- 
tained.—-We find, therefore, that he 
begins his temptations, by endeavour- 
ing to obtain some further evidence to 
dispel his doubts: whether Jesus were 
or were not the Messiah. And as, at 
the time when he first addressed him, 
Jesus, having for forty days abstained 





from his ordinary food, was overcome 


and who perhaps was a man possesséd _ 
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150 a ae 
ae Sis a 
wid hunger, he artfully. pore to 
him to turn some of the stones, which 
lay near where they were discoursing, 
into loaves of bread. He says, “Jf 
théu be the Son of God,’ expressing 
great doubt whether he were or not, 
_ “order this stone to become a loaf.”— 
Judging of the sensations of Jesus by 
his own, the insidious hypocrite per- 
haps imagined, that his pride, offended 
by the insinuation that he was about to 
act a feigned character, would make 
him work the miracle which he desired, 
and patticularly when it was of such a 
character as tended to alleviate the 
painful feelings of hunger by which 
Jesus was oppressed. But Jesus, who 
was not to be incited either by offended 
pride, or by impatient hunger, to do 
any thing contrary to the will of God, 
with equal wisdom and resignation re- 
es, “‘It is written: man shall not live 
y bread alone ; but by every word which 
proceedeth from the mouth of God,” 
meaning that God can support the life 
of man, not only by bread, but by any/m 
other means, which he appoints, or any 
other thing which he chooses to make 
use_of for that purpose. 
(Concluded in our next ) 
0 


Dialogue between a Universalist and a 
Limitarian. 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 142. 
(Lim. in continuation.) 


The paragraph beginning at the 29th 
verse of this chapter has been under- 
stood to apply directly to the final dis- 
solution oF the material system. “ Im- 
mediately after the tribulation in those 
days shall the sun be darkened, and the 
moon shall not give her light, and the 
stars shall fall from heaven, and the 
powers of the heaven shall be shaken: 
And then shall appear the sign of the 
son of man in heaven: And then shall 
all the tribes of the earth mourn, and 
they shall see the son of man coming in 
the clouds of heaven with power and 
great glory.. And he shall send his an- 
gels withea great sound of a trumpet, 
and they shall gather together his elect 
fromthe four winds, from one end of 

heaven tothe other.” I willhere give 
the reasons which»convince me that 
is description was by no means de- 
“signed to signify the dissolution of ma- 
aes nature. 

«The language used in this pas- 
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ofused by the prophets in describing the 
destruction of cities. See Isaiah xiii. 9, 
10. “ Behold, the day of the Lord com- 
eth, cruel both wit wrath and fierce 
anger, to lay the land desolate; and he 
shall destroy the sinners thereof out 
of it. For the stars of heaven, and 
the constellations thereof, shall not 
give their light; the sun shall be dark- 
ened in his going forth, and the moon 
shall not cause her light to shine.” 
Such is the language of the prophet in 
setting forth the overthrow of Babylon. 
In describing the judgments of God 
on the land of Idumea this prophet 
uses similar language in his 34th chap- 
ter; “And all the hosts of heaven shall 
be dissolved, and the heavens shall be 
rolled together as a scroll; and all their 
hosts shall fall down, as the leaf falleth 
off from the vine, and as a falling fig 
from the fig-tree.” Ezekiel speaks of|i 
the destruction of Egypt as follows, see 
chap. xxxli “And when I shall put 
thee out, I will cover the heaven, and 

make the stars thereof dark ; I will cov- 
er the sun with a cloud, and the moon 
shall not give her light. All the bright 
lights of heaven will I make dark over 
thee, and set darkness upon thy land, 
saith the Lord God.” 

2. In the whole of this account it is 
worthy of notice, that the Saviour spake 
to his disciples in manner and language 
exactly as if he was sure that they 
would live to see those things all ful- 
filled. 

3. The Saviour himself seemed. to 
take all the precaution necessary to con- 
fine the fulfilment of these events to the 
generation in which he lived. The 
next words to the paragraph above 
quoted are the following: “ Now learn}i 
a parable of the fig-tree; when his 
branch is yet tender and putteth forth}i 
leaves, ye ‘know that summer is nigh: 
So likewise ye, when ye shall see all 
these things, know that it is near, even 
at the doors. Verily, I say unto you, 
this generation shall not’ pass till all 
these things be fulfilled. Heaven and 
earth shall pass away, but my word 
shall not pass away.” With these rea- 
sons under due consideration, it would 
seem no small perversion to apply the 
passage under consideration to any 
thing now future, or subsequent to that 
generation in which Jesus lived. 
Having carefully examined the read- 
ing thus far, and finding it put beyond 





pa is similar to the figurative langua ge 





all dispute, that the time of the destruc- 


as expressed in verse 30th: 


tion of Jerusalem and the dispersion 
of the Jews was the time to which our 


subjects of his prophecy, I then exa. 
mined with all_possible care to ascer. 
tain, whether any event, of which we 
read in the remainder of this chapter, 
or in the 25th, was referred to a late: 
period of time than the generation tg 
which Jesus confined those events 


can hardly express my surprise on find. 
ing that the whole of what we read | in 
these chapters is necessarily referable 
to the same time. 
sages which have been so much used 
to represent what our divines have 
called the last day, the last judgment, 
and the end. of the material world, 
have been totally misapplied by sucha 
use. 
in all the 25th chapter, of any event, 
but those noticed in the 24th; only 
that in the 25th the events spoken of in 
the 24th are illustrated by parables. 
After speaking in the strongest terms 
possible of the certain fulfilment of 
those great events in that generation, 
Jesus proceeds, saying: But of that 
day and hour knoweth no man, no, not 
the angels of heaven, but my Father 
only. Of what day and hour did the 
Saviour here speak? Of the day and 
the hour, in which those events should 
take place, of which he had _ spoken, 
and which he had limited to that gene- 
ration. He still proceeds: “But as 
the days of Noe were, so shall also the 
coming of the son of man be.”’ Here 
keep in mind that Jesus is speaking of 
his coming, which is the same soming 
“For as 
in the days that were before the flood 


they were eating and drinking, marry- 


ing and giving in marriage, until the 
day that Noe entered into the ark, and 


knew not until the flood came, and took *; 


them all away; so shall also the com- 
ing of the son of man be. Then shall 
two be in the field; the one shall be 
taken and the other left. Two women 
shall be grinding at the mill; the one 
shall be taken and the other left.— 
Watch, therefore; for ye know not 
what hour your Lord doth come.” Ob- 
serve the Saviour here speaks of the 
same time and of the same event as 
before, and speaks as if he was sure 


that his disciples would live to sce 


these thing's take place. In the conelu- 











sion of this 24th chapter, Jesus warns 


Saviour alluded, and these events the 


which have already been noticed. | 


‘So that these pas. , 


Not the least intimation is there. 
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Sis disciples against being off their 
guard, and. against apostatizing from 
his faith and the christian virtues. 
« But and if that evil servant shall say 
in his heart my Lord delayeth his com- 
ing? and shall begin to smite his fellow 
servants, and to eat and drink with the 
drunken; the Lord of that servant 
shall come in a day wheri he looketh 
not for him, and in an hour that he is 
not aware of, and shall cut him asun- 
der, and appoint him his portion with 
the hypocrite; there shall be weeping 
and gnashing of teeth.” ‘Here it ap- 
pears evident that the Saviour alluded 
to the speech which he had just deliv- 
ered to the Jews, in the temple, in hear- 
ing of his disciples ; in which he called 
the scribes and pharisees, hypocrites, 
on whom the judgments of which he 
spake were about to fall. He gives his 
disciples warning, that if any, who pro- 
fessed his name, should, apostatize, or 
ractise wickedness they would have 
their lot cast with the hypocritical 
Jews, whose destruction he was then 
pointing out. 

The 25th chapter commences with 
evident reference fo the same time 
which had before been restricted to 
that generation. “ ‘Then shall the king- 
dom of heaven be likened unto ten vir- 
gins,” &c. When? Answer when those 
events of which he had been speaking 
should take place. The parables which 
here follow were evidently spoken to 
illustrate various particulars, which 
had been concisely stated. See verse 
31: “ When the son of man shall come 
in his glory, and all the holy angels 
with him, then shall he sit upon the 
throne of his glory.” It is very evi- 
dent that the Saviour here spake of the 
same thing of which mention is made 
inchapter xxiv. 30, 31. Observe the 
similarity ; “And they shall see the 
son of man coming in the clouds of 
heaven with power and great glory.” 
So in the other chapter— When the 
son of man shall come in his glory,” 
evidently alluding to the same time. 
“And he shall send his angels,” &c. 
Soin the other place: “ With his holy 
angels,” &c. 

Without extending my remarks any 
further, on a subject, which to you 
must be familiar, I will suppose that 
you are in-possession of my mind on 
the last of the queries which you sub- 
mitted for my. careful solution. I am 
entirely satisfied that all the events of 


THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER. 


which the Saviour spake in the 24th 
and 25th of Matthew, are necessarily 
referred to the generation in which the 
Saviour lived in the flesh. ‘This con- 
viction has been obtained with no small 
study and effort of mind, rendered ne- 
cessary, not from the least ambiguity 
there is in any part of those scriptures 
‘under consideration, for there appears 
one uninterrupted detail of matters 
about which the disciples of Jesus ask- 
ed him, but my difficulties arose entire- 
ly from erroneous opinions which had 
been imbibed in my youth, and deeply 
impressed on my mind by my pious 
parents and the minister on whose 
preaching I attended. From a child I 
have heard so much said about the last 
judgment, the final judgment, the aw- 
ful day of doom, the end of the world, 
the great burning day, &c. &c. that it 
seemed to me areality that these words, 
and the terrific ideas they had commu- 
nicated to my tortured mind were all 
here in these chapters. If I ever read 
them, it was with such feelings of hor- 
ror that I knew nothing of what I read, 
and if any person had asked me whe- 
ther I had been reading of the last 
judgment, when all the dead would be 
raised, judged, and rewarded according 
to their works, &c. I should have an- 
swered in. the affirmative, without the 
least hesitation. Such is the power of 
education and tradition. Surely it is 
out of my power to describe how differ- 
ently things appear to me now. It 
seems that an immense dark cloud has 
passed away from the horizon, and that 
a serene sky and a clear: sun adorn 
creation. I cannot but wonder, that 
this deception about the day of judg- 
ment should ever have been imbibed, 
or how it comes to pass that our learn- 
ed and critical divines should not dis- 
cover the error. Since I have carefully 
examined this subject, I have had no 
small conflict in my mind respecting 
the question, whether our learned di- 
vines are as ignorant as they seem to 
be. Can it be possible, that men who 
have all the means necessary in order to 
understand the scriptures, can be so 
far deceived as to believe what they 
uniformly hold up to the people con- 
cerning the judgment in the 25th of 
Matthew. I would not too much in- 
terrupt our conference ‘on the scrip- 
tures, for I have more questions to ask 
you, and there are a number more pas- 
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mind, but if you are willing I would 
thank you to give me your mind on the. 
subject of my query just stated concern- 
ing our clergy. Do you think that they 
fully believe what’ they hold up to the 
people respecting these scriptures which 
I have been examining ? ips 3% 
(To be Continued.) 


Christian messenger. - 


Philadelphia, Saturday, April 22, 1820. 








That the public may know the wea- 
pons with which our enemies are dis- 
posed to contend for—they know not 
what—we publish the following letter, 
which, having been once sealed, and 
broken opefi, put into the hands of Dr: 
Griffin, and handed about among his 
friends, was obtained by a friend, and 
delivered to the Editor of the Messen- 
ger, to whom it was directed. A part 
of the signature had been torn off, leav- 
ing nothing of the sirname except part 
of the initial, which appears to have 
been L. We presume that this was 
done by the writer, which, whoever he 
may be, is totaly unknown to-us. The 
letter needs no other comment. 


Dear Sir 

Addressing this to you needs no 
apology you know my friendship for 
you that is enough at present. I wish 
you to be upon your guard as you will 
be injured—I was accidentally in com- 
pany lately and heard one call, you 
Elymas the Sorcerer, and say you were 
a child of the devil and an enemy of 
all Righteousness. Would it net be bet- 
ter conceal yourself a little and go on 
slowly? It was also said it would seem 
like opposition to build near another 
place of worship and injure us with a 
subscription paper. Now it is my wish 
it could be right opposite Griffin he is 
our enemy it would it is believed drive 
him, but if it would injure us as to the 
grand thing money, this-must be consi- 

dered. 
I also hear it said you told people 
you did not wish people to believe your 
doctrine but it was observed this must 


be a lie think of this as to its tendency,» 


we know a he is nothing, but—the thing 
is hide it. 

Call as soon as you can, let us take 
a glass, and once more laugh at brim- 
stone and the credulity of men. Dee 
pend upon it the clergy are scared 
sufficiently, the plan of sending them 





sages which still appear dark to my 


texts and taking them after. yourself 
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